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rangement by obtaining America's collaboration. At the
same time MacDonald achieved an incredible triumph in
his negotiations with Herriot, and persuaded him to with-
draw the French troops from the Ruhr. Anglo-French rela-
tions were in fact clarified and reinforced. MacDonald, who
had taken on the double office of Prime Minister and
Foreign Secretary, gave real momentum to the authority of
Geneva.

The attempt to achieve normal relations with Russia was
not in itself a sufficient reason to bring the Government
down. Admittedly the memory of General Wrangel and
the first impact with an absolutist ideology dedicated to
the overthrow of capitalism caused our Conservative public
opinion to put its class-consciousness before its economic
self-interest, and admittedly a Labour Government was ab
mitio suspect. But it could, no doubt, have carried the day if
it had shown more resolution in its method of handling the
negotiations. And as Mr. Spender1 has pointed out: * In the
last weeks it had shown a wavering mind which suggested
to the House of Commons, always sensitive on this point,
that it was liable to the control of influences outside Parlia-
ment and unknown to it.' Thus in June the Prune
Minister gave an explicit assurance that there would be no
British guarantee of a loan to the Soviet. In August he
stated that the negotiations had broken down over the
compensation to owners of nationalized property. Then,
immediately afterwards, he declared that a treaty was in
draft which, when certain conditions had been fulfilled,
would in fact contain provisions for the loan.

Then came the complex vacillations and ambiguities of
the Campbell case, which Mr. Clynes has indignantly de-
scribed in his autobiography as * tie most trumpery excuse
ever elevated to a level of national importance'. None the
less Sir Patrick Hastings (the Attorney-General) and Mr,
MacDonald involved themselves in an orgy of pompous

i Short History of our Times, p. 283.